Responses of peripheral blood mononuclear cells in calves infected with Theileria sergenti.
The role of peripheral blood mononuclear cell (PBMC) in Theileria sergenti-infected calves was studied by various in vitro assay systems. Proliferation of T cells in mixed lymphocyte protozoa culture (MLPC) increased with parasitemia, and the addition of monoclonal antibodies against T. sergenti merozoites in this MLPC enhanced the response. However, the addition of antibody-positive autologous serum resulted in the suppression of the response. Cell-mediated cytotoxicity of PBMC increased after peak parasitemia. This cytotoxicity increased on co-cultivation of PBMC with T. sergenti merozoites, but the addition of autologous serum suppressed the response.